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March 6, 1998

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
MINISTER TO LEAD DISCUSSION ON WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE
CHARLESTON-- The Rev. Anne Jones, a Presbyterian minister from Effingham, will lead
a discussion on "Suffragists, Seneca Falls and Spiritualism" at Eastern Illinois University March I 0
and 24.
She will speak at noon Tuesday, March 10, in the Buzzard Hall lounge, room 2504, and again
at noon Tuesday, March 24, in the Greenup Room of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
Admission is free and open to the public.
Jones' talk will focus on the first Women's Rights Convention, held in 1848 in Seneca Falls,
N.Y., and the effort by suffragists to obtain the right to vote for women.
"Sometimes women need to come to a set ofbeliefs before they can do the advocacy," Jones
said. "That's what Seneca Falls was all about -- seeking out why they felt so passionately that
women had equal rights to vote."
Jones will also discuss questions raised by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, an organizer ofthat
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convention, regarding the Bible and whether it has advanced or retarded the emancipation of women.
A comparison will be made between the women's movements of the 1960s/1970s and that ofthe
suffragists, and the role of theology in bringing women to where they are today will be examined.
"Spiritualism gave many women a significant and central role as religious leaders and
authorities," Jones said. "I believe this calls for exploration and discussion."
Jones, a native of Nebraska, is an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church and works
for the women's ministry area of the Presbyterian Church USA, headquartered in Kentucky. "It's
my job to resource and serve the needs of women in the church," she said.
She is married to the Rev. Drew Holloway; they are the parents oftwo daughters-- Anna,
15, and Alison, 8.
Jones' discussions are being sponsored by Eastern's Women's Advocacy Council who,
throughout the month ofMarch --Women's History and Awareness Month-- is presenting an array
of speakers and events. Jones is a member of the American Association of University Women, who
started and who continue to support Women's History Month. The AAUW will hold a special
anniversary celebration July 16 and 19 in Seneca Falls.
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